





12''XJID
Soncino

RO STUBL STAMPATOR)
Museo della Stampa e EBREI SONCINO s

.
nY

-’;\ﬁl & ’,r:

0 Vs

g vEMIm ]1!(’"7: ‘_S

S K 31 G

o G@*@ s

Ry



COMITATO REGIONALE

UNPLI (:(:)mI

 LOMBARDIA

Pro loco Soncino Museo della Stampa
Executed with the contribution of: :7¥ DNDINNA POIN
1985
@ VANOLI CIEFFE
www ferramentavanoli.com MILANO
SONCINO
' I RoNTL.SI VI AGGIA
.‘ viaggi & vacanze
Micaela Aranzulla
TECHNOLOGICALS SOLUTIONS S.r.l. M"S:h"l?!‘-‘liﬂw EéUIIIDD
g “')h >
Associazione Pro loco Soncino i2'X2ID iPI7 109 NN
www.prolocosoncino.it www.prolocosoncino.it
info@prolocosoncino.it info@prolocosoncino.it
Testi/Texts: Associazione Pro loco Soncino i21'X2ID i7i7 119 11X :D'DDPD
e Giuseppe Cavalli 1727 NOTI'Al
Traduzione/Translation: Camilla Platto, INY DN :NMNAY7 DN
Marta Mazzetti e Morris Belloni con la
supervisione di/with the supervision of
Francesca Perotti
Progetto Grafico/Graphic Project: Ilaria 172 NN7'N PO
Cavalli
Fotografie/Photography: Francesco ;71079 1D'X119 :0I7'X
Premoli, Luigi Carniti e Archivio JIIDINI DI VAN
Associazione Pro loco Soncino 11"X2ID iPi7 119 DX
Drago Tarantasio/Dragon Tarantasio: JTLIW IPNT

Davide Schileo e Daniela Sobetchi POAD N7NITHINTW NTIT


http://www.prolocosoncino.it/
mailto:info@prolocosoncino.it
http://www.prolocosoncino.it/
mailto:info@prolocosoncino.it




i2'X2iD 7w NMIbDNn

i2'X2ID 7¥ nMIbDN

JZIND N 70 NN INTA 7Y, 712017 W0 12102 DIV 111'X21D 190N
DN NI TIND 127 112 790NN

INT NIDIDITR NINXYDN NN THN 7N QRN NTIDIVDN DIPD

7¢ NIMDINN NIYY790 DY IX7' 7 NIDIITAINXAL 7Y 072190
-NNNDN QID NP7 1 INLIYXAID 7w 11X 70N 700 10 - nNDN
A7¥ N1 NPTNN NINAX-NIDIDDNN 11NN NN 19D 7117 15

NI NNELNNIEPR NN,NDLN NN NP Ny N1 1118 11118 -2
1217 ,JIWNIN 772001027120 11'DI27T DTN TN 11V'X2ID 7V bOwNN
. 1128 n1wa DPIN NN N1 7Y givin

NY NP (1247-1266) NM2ITN ITINE 1'WR PN 7Y JNKND D17V 17002
W7V ID7TN NTIT71 2NN N2IDDN NTIXDA WIA1D :D1RIWN NIVIIND
A21'X2ID 77202 1259 niwa X721 ,ininn




THE HISTORY OF SONCINO

THE HISTORY OF SONCINO

The village of Soncino rises in the middle of the Lombardia valley,
on the right side of the river Oglio, which divides it from the nearby
Province of Brescia.

This specific strategic position of Soncino has always attracted the
powers of the time: the Republic of Venice and the Dukedom of Mi-
lan. With the 10th century Hungarian incursions, the fortification
process of Soncino started, but it was towards the end of the XV
century that the village found its strongest military connotation.

On 18th June 1118 the municipality of Cremona bought the castle,
the curia and the court of Soncino from Gisalbertini Counts of Ber-
gamo. The first tower, the ancient core of the Palazzo Comunale, was
erected in 1128. During the long lordship of Buoso Da Dovara (1247-
1266) two important episodes occurred: the conquest of the nearby
fortress of Orzinuovi and the capture of Ezzelino Il da Romano, im-
prisoned in 1259 in the tower of Soncino.
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THE HISTORY OF SONCINO

Soncino became the main garrison on the northeastern border,
often disputed and occupied by the nearby Venetian Republic. With
the re-establishment of the Sforza authority, Soncino passed to the
Dukedom of Milan, ensuring a period of peace and prosperity. The
economic activity became flourishing with the manufacture and
trade of the “pannilana”’, the foundation of the Collegio dei Notai and
the opening of a pawnshop with the call of the Jews from the near-
by Orzinuovi in 1454.

The new walls, started by the Venetians, were completed by the
Dukes of Milan, while the new fortress was begun in 1473 and com-
pleted in 1475. Despite the huge expenses to make Soncino a formi-
dable fortress, the village capitulated in 1499, occupied by the Ve-
netians. After a decade of peaceful government of the Serenissima,
Soncino passed to the French and, after different events, in 1525,
with the battle of Pavia and the imprisonment of FrancisI of France,
first to the Empire and then to the Spanish monarchy.

With the imperial diploma (5th November 1536), Charles V, succes-
sor to the Milanese Dukedom, enfeoffed Soncino to Massimiliano
Stampa. The Stampas will remain marquises of Soncino until 1876.
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THE HISTORY OF SONCINO

The Spanish succession war, in 1707, delivered Soncino to the Au-
strian rule that adopted reforms that caused serious damages to cul-
ture, with the suppression of numerous religious orders, the closure
of churches and the loss of a huge book property.

In 1796 Napoleon occupied the village and an earthquake, occurred
in 1802, caused serious damages. With the decline of the Napoleonic
Empire, Soncino faced a new economic phase linked to the agricul-
tural activity, to the silkworm breeding and to the textile production.
At the end of the XIX century Soncino had five silk mills.

On 14th June 1859 the Austrians abandoned Soncino and the village
became part of Regno d'Italia. In 1876 Massimiliano Cesare Stampa,
the last marquis of Soncino, left the property of the fortress to the
Town Hall.
s
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THE HISTORY OF SONCINO

THE NAME “SONCINO”

The toponym is attested in 920 as “Castri soncini” and in 959 as “de
Sencine”, while in a document of 1144 we find “Sencinum”.

The name would derive from S6 (water) and Kyn (lord): Sukkin,
Sowkin, lord of the waters.

THE LAKE GERUNDO

Anciently in the area among the provinces of Bergamo, Milan, Cre-
mona, Mantua and Lodi, in the stretch that from Cassano d’Adda
goes almost to Cremona for about two hundred square kilometers, in
the Middle Ages, there was a lake called “Gerundo” (from the Lom-
bard dialect word gera, geru, gerun which means “gravel”). Fed by the
rivers Adda, Serio and Oglio, it covered a very large territory: from
Treviglio to Pizzighettone and from Lodi to Soncino. In the center of
this stretch of water there was the Insula Fulcheria, an island with a
Longobard name on which the town of Crema was born.

Its disappearance can be attributed to the work of reclamation of the
monks of the abbeys and in particular to the work of strengthening
of the Muzza canal by the Lodigians, as well as because of drainage
factors and geological settlements.

Many finds demonstrate the existence of Lake Gerundo, such as the
discovery of numerous pirogues found in the rivers that characte-
rize the territory, demonstrating that the lake was navigable. One
of the most beautiful and best preserved examples is visible in the
Crema Museum.
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THE HISTORY OF SONCINO

LANFRANCO GOTO

According to an ancient tradition he was the founder of Soncino in
the year 388 A.D.

He was an officer of Gothic origin. The Goths were an ancient po-
pulation of Germanic origin, coming from Scandinavia who came to
[taly under the leadership of Alaric.

According to the nineteenth-century historian Francesco Galanti-
no, author of a Storia di Soncino (1869-70) which was based on the
Biografia Soncinate (1834) by the historian Paolo Ceruti, Lanfranco
Goto, who escaped from the snares of the governor of Milan, during
the period of the religious struggles that bloodied the city, would take
refuge in the area between Lodi and Brescia, near the river Oglio,
where there were also woods and pastures to ensure survival, and
here he would build a brick tower surrounded by huts that could be
used as a shelter for himself and his companions.

Having settled in this place, he gave it a name similar to that of his
native land: Sukkin, Sowkin which means high, coastal bank, due to
the characteristics of the territory which, probably, at that time, was
wetted by the marshy waters of Lake Gerundo. The hill on which
the present historic center of Soncino stands, in the past, it had to
emerge from the waters and therefore it could be a well protected
and safe place.

Romani imperatori.

388 Dell' E. V. Si assegna a quest’anno la prima origine
di Soncino che vuolsi dalla tradizione fondato per opera
di certo Lanfranco Goto fuggito alle insidie del gover-
natore di Milano. Vi avrebbe egli eretto una torre di
mattoni circondata da capanne che servivano d’abituro
a’ suoi seguaci.

410 Soncino accresciuto d’abitanti coi profughi ivi accorsi,
onde sottrarsi alle stragi di Alarico.

13
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THE HISTORY OF SONCINO

SAINT MARTIN

He was born in 316 or 317 A.D. in Sabaria, in the Roman province
of Pannonia (today, Hungary). At the age of 18, he gave half of his
mantle to a poor man from Amiens. The following night, Christ ap-
peared to him with the half of his mantle: so he decided to be bapti-
zed. In 356 he left the army and went to Poitiers to visit Bishop Ilario.
After some travels, in 360 he came back to Poitiers, where the Bi-
shop gave him the approval to carry out his vocation and retire to
a hermitage in Ligugé. Some followers joined him, thus forming the
first monastic community attested in France. Against his will, the
electors gathered in Tours and elected him Bishop in 371.

Martin carried out his episcopal duties without abandoning his mo-
nastic choices. He went to live in a solitary hermitage, three kilo-
meters away from the city, where he was soon joined by numerous
followers and he created a monastery, called Marmoutier, with 80
monks.

Saint Martin died on 8th November 397 in Candes. He is one of the
first non-martyr saints proclaimed by the Church and became the
French saint par excellence. His cult spread throughout Europe and
his feast will be celebrated on the anniversary of the burial on 11th
November.

15
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THE HISTORY OF SONCINO

EZZELINO IIIl FROM ROMANO

Lord of the Marca Trevigiana, he was a politician and a Ghibelline
leader, allied with Frederick II of Swabia. The Ezzelini or Da Romano
family came to Italy from Germany between the X and XI centuries.
Ezzelino III extended his dominion over Trento, Belluno, Vicenza,
Verona, Bassano, Padua and Brescia, creating a sort of lordship. Em-
peror Frederick II of Swabia named him Imperial Vicar in Lombardy.
Accused of brutality and heresy, in 1254 he was excommunicated by
pope Alexander IV. In March 1256 Azzo VII d’'Este, podesta of Ferra-
ra for life, received from Philip, archbishop of Ravenna, the task of
leading a “crusade “against Ezzelino.

The soldiers of Venice, Bologna, Mantua, the Count of Saint Bonifa-
cio and many other lords participated in the “crusade”. For two years,
therefore, a war of ambushes and bloody mixtures dragged on, du-
ring which Ezzelino I1I succeeded in seizing Brescia in 1258.

The friendships and alliances on which Ezzelino III da Romano had
counted, gradually faded. Ghibellines and Guelphs were thus united.
On 11th June 1259 Ezzelino passed the rivers Oglio and Adda with a
strong army, to try to seize Monza and Trezzo. The Milanese people,
in turn, responded by arming themselves and facing him.

17
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THE HISTORY OF SONCINO

Oberto II Pallavicino at the head of the Cremonese, the Marquis d'E-
ste at the head of the inhabitants of Ferrara and Mantua, seized Cas-
sano d’Adda and cut off Ezzelino's retreat who was defeated after a
strenuous battle on 16th September 1259 in Cassano d” Adda by the
Guelph league of Azzo VII d'Este. Because of serious injuries, he was
captured and taken to Soncino, where he died on 27th September, at
65 years of age, refusing sacraments and cares.

Even today, Soncino remembers his death every week with the tol-
ling of a bell and legends want him buried with his treasure in this
village.
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THE HISTORY OF SONCINO

THE STAMPA FAMILY, THE MARQUISES OF SONCINO

The founder of the family was Massimiliano Stampa, counselor of
the last Sforza duke and lord of the Castello Sforzesco of Milan.

He stayed in Milan after Sforza's expulsion and he was a trustee of
the emperor Carl V who enfeoffed him the city and the castle of Son-
cino on 5th November 1536.

The long period of Stampa’s enfeoffment was wealthy and prospe-
rous because of the flourishing of the manufactures and the com-
mercial trades.

The production of woolen fabrics, also called pannilana, was very
important and that’s the reason why the marquises promoted the
development of silk factories and the farming of the silkworms.
After centuries of domination, the Austrians left the castle of Son-
cino on 14th June 1859 and, finally, the village became part of the
newborn Reign of Italy.

In 1876 Massimiliano Cesare Stampa, the last marquis of Soncino,
died and left the Rocca to the municipality. The Stampa’s possessions
were transferred to the Casati family that joined its surname with
the one of the extinguished family becoming Casati - Stampa.

R A
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THE HISTORY OF SONCINO

FAMOUS PEOPLE OF THE STAMPA HOUSEHOLD

e Massimiliano Stampa (1536-1543): count, he was the first marquis
of Soncino

e Massimiliano II (1557-1596): he was the third marquis of Soncino.
He married Marianna de Leyva, paternal aunt of Marianna de
Leyva, then suor Virginia (suor Gertrude, Monaca di Monza in
“Promessi Sposi” written by A. Manzoni)

e Ermete Stampa (....-1526): bishop of Novara
e Gaspara Stampa (1523-1554): poetess
e Carlo Gaetano Stampa (1667-1742): archbishop of Milan

e Massimiliano IX Giovanni Cesare Stampa (1834-1876): the XIII
and last marquis of Soncino.

23



1X2ADN

1121 IWNXD ,NRYN NNNT7 ININD "IXAN" NP NI DITpn y1'nn
.0"MINN 7Y DNXI2 190 NN, 17 NNINNMIYNYY7

NIXI NN VN 7R 'NNTRN NP7N NDPZINNN N Nvin n1'bin ,1200 Nawa
NIMY |12 0IDIDN 12102 11M'XAID AN TND .NYWIALINT T2 DN

NIN 1312 NIWA .WTN IX2N 7V 1N112 N1DTIND 1283 NIwA NI'WXIN ' T1a017
T2 INDN DIPFN7 ININ 1290 D'TIN7'DN 1391 NAwal nnp ' 17y W)
LONINXANN

2X2NNINININD 1PTIN,NN'DINDN 1T 7Y 1426 NIWA ,NYI12 WIAD INNT
NN N19ID V1 1454 NIwa 1Ti7 DI7YW .0DNINIXAIN NIDPFNN 1191 NTINDY7
NN D2 |INNN7 1VN1L1IN7' NIDDIT7 NXA1 7V NP'721970 2 Ni71200
L11'Xaip

NNITIZN TN 1'9D 0'72NTNN NN NXTI9D NN IXNI7) NN7Y 1469 N1w2a
TN WTN IXANT NIDINN NN |'DN7 1T 121'X2ID7 NP0 PTXA INDIZIDI]
TN INDIZIDN 7V 171002 1473 NIwA 1700 NITIAVN . 2VD 0NN




THE FORTRESS

THE FORTRESS

The oldest news concerning a “castellum” dates back to the 10th cen-
tury, when a first city wall was built as a shelter to oppose the arrival
of the Hungarians.

In 1200 the ancient castle, situated in the eastern area of the village,
was besieged and destroyed by Milan and Brescia. Since then, Son-
cino was disputed by the main Lombardy municipalities. In 1283 a
new fortress is mentioned.

In 1312 it was occupied by Cremona and in 1391 the Milanese tran-
sformed it into a shelter against the Venetians. After the conquest of
Brescia, in 1426, by the Serenissima, the walls and the fortress were
reinforced to support the attacks of the Venetians.

The peace of Lodi of 1454 definitively sanctioned the boundaries
between the Republic of Venice and the Dukedom of Milan, to whi-
ch Soncino was assigned.

In 1469 Galeazzo Maria Sforza sent the architects Serafino Gavazzi
from Lodi and Bartolomeo Gadio from Cremona to Soncino to pre-
pare the projects for the new fortress, in the south-western area.
The work started in 1473 under the direction of Bartolomeo Gadio.
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THE FORTRESS

In 1499 the fortress became a possession of the Venetians until 1509
and then passed to the French, again to the Sforza family and, in
1535, to the Spanish supremacy. In 1536 Charles V of Spain eleva-
ted Soncino to “marchesato’, giving it to the Stampas, who gradually
transformed it into a residence.

In the XVI century famous painters such as Bernardino and Uriele
Gatti respectively decorated the upper rooms, obtained by closing
the walkways, and those ones on the ground floor. Unfortunately,
the decoration is almost completely vanished and there are only a
few traces.

The fortress underwent a progressive abandonment and it became a
lumber warehouse.

In 1876 Massimiliano Cesare Stampa, the last Marquis of Soncino,
left the structure to the Municipality by will. In 1886, under the
leadership of the architect Luca Beltrami from Milan, the restora-
tion work began and involved the demolition of arcades and other
structures leaning against the walls. The work ended in 1895 with
the restoration of the Rivellino.

Located in a square, the fortressis surrounded by a moat.

After crossing the access bridge, you enter the Rivelli-
no, a small court with two stairs to reach the superior part,
used by the soldiers to control the outskirts of the fortress.
On the western side, a drawbridge could be
used to reach an exit towards the countryside.
Beyond the Rivellino, thanks to two bridges, one for peo-
ple and the other one for horses and carts, you enter the
real fortress. In the center of the courtyard there is a rebu-
ilt well, the access to the vault, the Civic Archaeological Mu-
seum “Aquaria’ and, in the northeastern tower, the Hall dedica-
ted to the Risorgimento, to the first and the second World War.
From the courtyard there is the access to the vault.
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THE FORTRESS

By entering the Captain’s Tower, you reach a room, used as a kitchen,
covered by a barrel vault, with a large window with brick seats, a
well and a fireplace. Through the internal stairs you reach the next
floor of the tower where there is the second well, symmetrical to the
first, and the superior room, used as a bedroom, with a wide window
and a toilet.

Of great interest is the southeastern tower used as a chapel where it
is possible to notice traces of frescoes.

The oldest of these frescoes portraits a Madonna con Bambino.

On the second layer of plaster you can admire a fragment of a fresco
portraying the lion of San Marco, memory of the Venetian domina-
tion.
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THE FORTRESS

On the third layer of plaster, dating back to the Sforza domination,
you can see a great coat of arms with a hand while it is freeing a dog
chained to a tree. The vault is decorated with a pergolato pattern.

If you follow the south walkway you'll arrive at the cylindrical tower,
erected on a previous tower of the ancient walls. A door allows you
to enter a round room covered by a spherical vault.

Beside the door there is a small staircase that leads you to the top
of the tower where there is another spiral staircase that leads you
to the roof and that was used as a tower for sighting. Returning to
the courtyard, you can admire the structure on the southern wall,
an addition of the XVI century that transformed the fortress into a
residence, now seat of the Archaeological Museum.
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THE WALLS

THE WALLS

The beautiful walls were erected in 1247, during the lordship of Buo-
so da Dovara. First the Venetians and then the Sforzas promoted the
fortification of the walls in the second half of the XV century.

The city walls have never been modernized and they remained the
same until nowadays, except for the replacement of the four doors,
during the XIX century, with the construction of two couples of pil-
lars made with Rezzato stones.

The walls are two kilometers long and it is possible to travel along
them both on foot and by car. San Giuseppe Bastion, near Porta di
Sotto (from which the road to Cremona began) was a formidable
bulwark equipped with internal communicating spaces and escape
exits. Along the western side of the moat, always flooded, there are
the remains of the closure, that allowed to flood even the south side
of the moat. Next to it, there are the ruins of a bridge which was the
main escape route in case of siege.
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THE PRINTING MUSEUM

THE PRINTING MUSEUM

The Printing Museum- Soncino Jewish Printers Study Center- was
launched in 1988, on the occasion of the V centenary of the publica-
tion of the first complete Jewish Bible with vowels and accents. It is
located in a tower building of the XV century.

The history of the print is connected with the village and with the
story of a Jewish family coming from Speyer, in Germany. Because
of the several persecutions, the ancestors of the family of a doctor-
rabbi, called Israel Nathan, were forced to leave Speyer and, after a
lot of peregrinations, they arrived in Soncino.

With the permission of the Duke of Milan, they were allowed to
stay. At the beginning, they lent money but, with the founding of
the Monte di Pieta in 1472, they had to stop their activity.

That's why they became printers.
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THE PRINTING MUSEUM

Israel Nathan had the idea of applying the recent technique of prin-
ting with movable types (thanks to Gutenberg) to his own language.
He created a Jewish typography in Soncino. On 22nd April 1488 it
was published the first complete Jewish Bible with vowels and ac-
cents.

Giosuée Salomone, following the procedure of his father Israel Na-
than, printed in Soncino about 25 editions and he brought the art of
the printing to a high level.
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THE PRINTING MUSEUM

Later on, the family were forced to leave Soncino. Giosue Salomone
went to Naples where he printed, in 1492, the second edition of the
Jewish Bible while Gershom moved first to Brescia, where he prin-
ted a pocket edition of the Bible (a copy of this one will be used by
Martin Luther to translate the Bible into German), and then to Barco
(near Orzinuovi, in the province of Brescia), where he printed the
Selichot (a book of prayers).

In the first three decades of the XVI century, Gershom Soncino prin-
ted in Fano, Pesaro, Ortona a Mare, Rimini.

In a quarter of a century (1502-1527) Gershom published almost a
hundred editions in vulgar Italian, Latin and Greek and nearly 80
editions in Hebrew.

In 1527 Gershom decided to leave Italy: he went to Salonicco and
then to Constantinople, where he died in 1534. In Cairo, Egypt, the
last editions of the family were printed.

The Soncino printers ( the surname they chose in accordance with
the christian use ) are considered the greatest ones of all times for
their production between the end of the XV and the beginning of
the XVI century.

Nowadays the museum shows to its visitors the instruments used in
the typography’s activity (presses, types, chests of drawers), but also
books and objects related to the Jewish culture and original works of
the Soncino printers. It's also the seat of several exhibitions, mostly
of engravings, of national and international artists.
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THE CHURCHES

SAINT JAMES

The church was built in the XIV century on the same site of an oldest
“Xenodochium”, a pilgrim hospice, whose existence was documented
in the half of the XII century:.

The old hospice continued to work until 1361 when the church be-
came property of the Augustinians who built the bell tower, with its
heptagonal shape, with seven sides, marked by windows with one
light and terracotta decorations.

The construction of the church had a new impulse with the arri-
val of the Dominicans in 1428. Between 1456 and 1468, under the
project of the Dominican Maffeo Caleppio, the cloister was built.
The apse area was rebuilt with a crypt and a raised presbytery.

In 1510 the church was extended with the addition of a bay:.

At the end of the XVI century the old ceiling, made of wooden trus-
ses, was replaced by brickwork vaults and the church gained the
current design.

In 1630 the side chapels were built. The XVII century renewal inte-
rested also the front and the inside part which is in Baroque shapes.
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THE CHURCHES

SAINT MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION

The church of Saint Mary of the Assumption is situated in a quite
square behind the Town Hall. According to the historical sources,
the erection of a first worship building in Soncino dates back to the
V century.

The current church isthe result of several transformations that have
changed the ancient structure.

In the late Renaissance time the church was frescoed by Giulio Calvi,
called the Coronaro, and Uriele Gatti, both from Cremona.

The Baroque time left the extension of the choir (1601-1615) and the
construction of the side chapels, while in the XIX century the archi-
tect Carlo Visioli built the neoclassical chapel of the Holy Trinity.

The earthquake of 1802 seriously damaged the church and for this
reason the architect Carlo Maciachini restored it. Other interven-
tions took place in the XX century.
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THE CHURCHES

The bell tower, with a square plan, shows windows with one or two
lights, a conical spire with the statue of Saint Mary of the Assump-
tion, modern work by Antonio Ferrarotti which replaces the original
one by Carlo Riva, designed by Carlo Maciachini and ruined by a
lightning in 1952.

The inside part, in Neo-Gothic style, has got solemn shapes with a
polychrome decoration, painted at the end of the XIX century.

The dome is decorated with a big Theophany, preceded by the pro-
tector saints of Soncino, Martino and Paolo.

Above the old baptismal font we can admire a beautiful fresco of the
beginning of the XVI century that shows the Holy Trinity.

The old iconography of the painting with the three figures, absolu-
tely equal, obliged the ecclesiastical authority, during the period of
the Counter-Reformation, to cover the image, reappeared in 1843.
Even though there are no certain clues, the fresco should be work
of a painter from Soncino, maybe Alberto Scanzi or his son Fran-
cesco. Beautiful are also the confessionals, of walnut root, executed
in 1771.
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THE CHURCHES

SAINT MARY OF THE GRACES

Built since 11th February 1501 in the same area where there was an
old XV century chapel, the church was completed in about 1520. The

laying of the foundation stone happened thanks to the cardinal Ray-
mond Perault, bishop of Gurk, who was going to Germany to preach
the crusade.
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THE CHURCHES

When the construction of the church started, all the population con-
tributed with bequests.

After 1527 the local clients were replaced by the duke of Milan Fran-
cesco Il Sforza and the marquis Massimiliano Stampa.

The church, consecrated on 8th September 1528, the day of the nati-
vity of the Virgin, by Luca da Seriate, presents a simple facade, with
angular buttresses and central pilasters, where there were, in the
past, frescoes with the saints Rocco and Cristoforo, now vanished.
The portal is made of Rezzato stone and it has got two emblems of
the Stampa family and a sculpture that represents the Madonna of
the Graces. The bell tower was built in 1515 by Gerardo da Piacen-
za. Extraordinary is the painting decoration, commissioned by the
Duke as an incredible ex-voto to the Virgin.

The area of the presbytery was frescoed in 1530 by Giulio Campi,
one of the biggest painters of the XVI century in Lombardia.
The frescoes of the side chapels were executed by the Soncinate
painter Francesco Scanzi, while the counter-facade was frescoed by
the brothers Francesco and Bernardino Carminati with the Univer-
sal Judgement.
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THE CHURCHES

SAINT MARY OF THE SNOW AND TINAZZO PARK

Situated on the street that links Soncino to Torre Pallavicina, the
Oratory of Saint Mary Nascent or Saint Mary of the Snow is known
as Church of Madonna of Tinazzo.

Built in 1510 by the will of the Count Jacopo Covi, it presents a sober
gabled facade with a portal and a central oculus.

The inside part is composed of two square halls divided by a trium-
phal arch.

Through the opening of the presbytery, it is possible to admire the
frescoed apse with God the Father, inside an almond, and a Madon-
na with the Holy Child and saints.

The church is painted with votive frescoes, dating back to the XVI
century, which show Madonne with Holy Child and saints of the
popular tradition to whom devout people asked for graces, leaving
their name and the date of their promise.

Next to the church, the Tinazzo Park rises, in the past used by the
Covi family as a game preserve.
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THE LEGENDS (according to the tradition and free interpretation)

THE MONSTER TARANTO OR TARANTASIO

The waters of the lake Gerundo, when the wind blew impetuously
and the storms shook the sky, came to beat with impetuous waves
against the southern walls of the village of Soncino.

On foggy days no one dared approach its shores, everything was
shrouded in mystery. Its dark waters frightened the inhabitants. It
seemed to take shape, on the surface of the water, where mists and
vapors melted, a monstrous being that the people had identified as
an exceptionally large dragon and called Taranto.

Where did this cruel and terrifying “beast” come from? According
to the tradition, from the only place that could have generated it: the
sepulcher of the tyrant Ezzelino Il from Romano. The remains of a
bad and cruel man had given life to an evil dragon.

The dragon fed on fish, animals, trees, bushes, herbs and ... human
beings. How many disappearances occurred, how many woodsmen,
fishermen and children had disappeared in the waters of the lake.

Those who lived near Lake Gerundo, desperate and terrified, prayed
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THE LEGENDS

for a miracle able to free them from the presence of the monster.
One day in late November, a huge flock of ducks, late for migration
due to the still warm weather, had settled on the lake to rest.
During the night, a very cold wind from the distant icy expanses of
the North Pole froze the lake waters, imprisoning the paws of the
poor animals.

In the morning, at the dawn of a pale sun, the ducks started to fly...
taking away the expanse of ice that then slowly dissolved during
their travel to Africa.

Where once there was an expanse of water and swamps it remained
only mud. The lake had dried up and the dragon Taranto died.

THE TIMELESS PRISONER

55



56

NITANN

19010 2NN N7'70 YXHDNA 71 TN, Ivan DN i NN
.ND1D1 11271001 TN TA2N Wwan

1127V ,00"19 7V 971N 12'7TX NN INIWI DY7'D 1IDNIEDMINN I'N D'WIND

17 1MW INI9MYI PNIYIXOY NINNDYT .NI9ILD NID'NYA Q1LY YV NMYY NPAITN
NP7 XIN.TNO 1IY7 NI7XA P TY XN 1DAD TN N7 00N [T 78 NND
JINDYON 7Tana NN7

DIINYON NN I'7IX YD INNT NIRWIIL NTR NI WpRw) 1piad NnnYg
NN 7INWT7 1T N7TN7X70T NIDL,DYTD TYNIVTVITD NIMNNA 0'7X7X0
NN NAINT N2'DNY 17 10N .YINAD 1VIANY NIPYXNT WY W97 IDIvin
217910 NN PTHNTY

N7 DIPNA,NINYT7 0N'T )221,NIYIANNN NN 1'7VN V17 ,I7X D1'7'0 1Vniva
P7N 170" NDW 1270 0N TV LI XQID] DY IN.OYN AV771 DITIA7 721D
JNNI9'D 12D NT...72N,XXD1 X7 D71VDI

I'&? <
.h-.
By >
- =
e
- F
f’_
MMM‘



THE LEGENDS

The darkness was fallen on the countryside of Soncino, when the
rain began to descend intensely breaking the night silence.

In a short time the dusty roads first became so muddy to make the
journey impractical with any means of transport. Even a cart pulled
by two oxen was forced to stop in a neighbouring area of the village.
The joy of the extraordinary victory achieved by the coalition of
Guelph troops against the tyrant Ezzelino da Romano was already
in the air; the community was only waiting for the arrival of the
egregious prisoner, wounded and captured by Giovanni Turcazzano,
a knight from Soncino.

The drops in the puddles became more sparse and the clouds now
receded leaving space for the luminous full moon.

The cart started marching again. Wrapped in the blankets and with
the bandaged wounds of his neck, Ezzelino complained of pain and
the goal became closer.

‘Open, the knights have arrived!” a voice echoed in the middle of the
night for the whole village. The heavy drawbridge lowered and the
carriage entered.

The people became stunned and speechless when they saw Ezzelino
on a small wooden litter wrapped in filthy blankets.

Although his wounds and fatigue made him like an innocent and
harmless old man, his terrible gaze was still able to spread fear.

He was led into a cell of the bell tower.

The following morning, as a pale sun timidly entered the cell, Ezze-
lino heard the tolling of the bells ringing in a festive way. Shaken
by tremors of rage, he crawled to the door to ask the guard for an
explanation of the din of the shouting songs coming from outside.
He was told that the reason for this chaos was his capture and death
sentence.

In hearing these words, having regained the ardour of the past, he
tore the bandages off and ripped the wounds dying bled rather than
being led to the gallows and to the scorn of the people.

Somewhere in Soncino there is still his long sought and never found
burial but ... this is another story.
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THE LEGENDS

THE PATRON SAINT OF SONCINO

Lightnings, thunders flooded the earth with water while the ene-
mies invaded the Soncino territory trying to conquer the fortified
village.

Meteors of arrows rained down on the defenders placed on the ram-
parts of the Fortress that was the last defensive bulwark of Soncino.

For several days the Brescians had invaded the Soncinese territory
for the supremacy on the river Oglio.

By now exhausted, the besieged people were about to abandon the
battle when, suddenly, the storm worsened, forcing the attackers to
interrupt the assault.

Within the Fortress, provisions began to become scarce and the dead
continued to increase; women and children prayed in the Greater
Church so that their lives could be saved.

In the Brescia trenches, however, bad weather was seen as a fatal
and divine sign.

Soncino was said to be protected by supernatural forces and for this
reason it was impossible to conquer it.

When the storm was about to end, the sky was torn by creating a
large beam of mysterious light from which a figure took shape, lea-
ving the besieged ones astonished.

A priest recognized that appearance and cried aloud that it was San
Martino and asked the Saint to help the people of Soncino.

The Brescia army, intimidated by the imposing and terrible figure

that was approaching them, decided to retreat.
From that day Saint Martin became the patron saint of Soncino.
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THE LEGENDS

THE SUMMER OF SAINT MARTIN

A young soldier of the Roman army named Martin from Tours, born
of pagan parents who had chosen his name in honor of Mars, during
a winter expedition, on a very cold day, arrived at the doors of the
city of Amiens. There, he found a poor beggar with ragged clothes
asking for help. Martin had nothing with him except for his military
mantle. He took it off, divided it into two parts with his sword and
put half of it on the shoulders of the beggar who thanked him.

For three days the cold subsided and, even without half of the mant-
le, Martin did not suffer from the cold. On the evening of the third
day, Martin dreamt that Jesus gave him back half of his mantle.
The day after, Martin decided to leave the army and he became a
Christian to look after poor and needy people rather than devote his
life to battles and war.

Every year, during the first days of November, the “Summer of Saint
Martin” is celebrated, a period in which, after the first cold weather,

good weather conditions and relative warmth occur.
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THE LEGENDS

A LEGENDARY ESCAPE

On 24th September 1501, Giovanni de Joppis is locked in the under-
ground prison of the Fortress: he is sentenced to the death penalty
for a violent murder he committed against the owner of an agricul-
tural field where he used to work as a farm labourer.

The hanging will take place the following Tuesday, on the day of
the market, in order to give an exemplary punishment and a public
show to explain what happens to people who break the laws. His
wife has the chance of visiting him for the last time, so she enters
the dungeon with their four kids and a crying newborn in her arms.
The guardian is distracted by some wine and the couple take advan-
tage of the situation by respectively exchanging their clothes. When
the guardian is tired of the children’s screams and cries, he obliges
the group to leave. The exchange is found out in the late afternoon
when the friar arrives to comfort and confess Giovanni in order to
prepare him to death. His wife is immediately released and the guar-
dian is first punished and then fired. Giovanni hid himself in the
woods near the river Oglio and once he crossed it, he started a new
life in the Venetian region with his wife and children that reached
him a few days later.
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